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Introduction
There is an awakening the world over to have a clean and heajty,

environment. Environment isinfluenced by a variety of factors; the
multiplicity of factors makes environmental management acomplex
issue.‘ To’ formulate an appropriate policy for environmentg]
management and implement the programme, a base line or benchmark
survey of the present status of various factors that govern the
environment is a prerequisite.The State of Environment (SoE) provides
a general picture of the state of the bio- physical and socio-economic
condition and an understanding of how human activities affect the
environmental conditions and its implications on human health and
economic well being. It also provides an overviewof the outcome of
responses such as policy initiatives, legislative reform and changes in
policybehaviour. The SoE report has a large pool of potential users for
both the monitoring and reportingfunctions of the system. The SoE
prepared for the State of Tamil Nadu covers the priority
issuespertaining to the environment

Land Resource of Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu has about 5.96 percent of the Nation's population,
occupies 4 percent of the land area and has 3 percent of the water
resources of the Nation. The demographic changes, economic gl‘OWth
and.soaa] development assisted by welfare measures would in the
coming decades, exert strong and competing demands on the finite
natural.resources of the states, such as land, water, raw-materials, et
';‘ Tamil Nal.du, the per capita availability of land is only 0.18 ha while
t e'per capita net sown area is only 0.07 ha. Even though the share of
:EZFUI?;M sector in the State Domestic Product of Tamil Nadu has
ined fro

B o m about 52 percent to 18 percent between 1960-61 and
» and further to 82 : iculture

B s 1o 1 _ percent during 2010-11, agric
Agriculture stilf @ major source of livelihood for the rural peop®
employs about 40 percent of the workforce in the

L
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Land Pollution . _
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2. Industrialization
The revolution in industries may have resulteq
In

positive changes to the economy and society, byt it signiﬁCa
significant pollution of the land. Through unsafe disposa] alsg nt
chemicals used in manufacturing, poor regulation, and thl)n:ac Iceg for
number of industries and factories that are pOHUting the IMrag; '
industrialization has become one of the main Coml_ibstéan daily
rs to ’

pollution problem
3. Agricultural chemicals
Agrochemical is the part of the farming process often
Ivoly
e

use of harmful pesticides and insecticides to protect Cro
: s, H
the chemicals can cause the land to become barrep 'l‘hl ”(’WOVEr
-fe

soil is then more susceptible to environmental elements suc} Itije
» SUCh ag
t]]e

S t]] @

wind.

4, Mining
The mining process can lead to the creation of large o
pen Spaces

beneath the surface of the earth. This can result in the land cgy;

which compromises the integrity of the land. Mining also rilwng in,
harmful chemicals, such as uranium, being disturbed ang el @Su!t§ in
the environment. cased ingq

5. Landfills
The garbage found at landfills is filled with toxins that event
ually

seep into the earth. During rains, the toxins are washed into

areas and the pollution is spread. As the population grows, the 3, other
i : ' n

of garbage filling landfills also grows. ount

6. Human sewage
Untreated human waste can produce toxic gases that can seep int
0

the ground. As with air pollution, the soil quality is negative]
impacted, and land nearby can be contaminated. In addition to this ch

probability of diseases occurring increases.

Effects of Land Pollution
The contamination of the land has far-reaching consequences that

can be catastrophic for water, soil, and animals. There are several
possible consequences of land pollution to the environment and

animals, including these top five:

1. Ground water poisoning
Depending on the soil and whether the chemicals were improperly

disposed of on the land, the chemicals could end up in the ground

224



L — _*'*'**—— ﬂ"dHeq’th
process is known as leachin ———

B It can occy '
‘and landfills. I on farms,

cals, such as nitrogen, are used freque 5

sortion of the nutrients end up benefits ?he ::E’p:,n'r;a;::; O.Illy 5
s up in water that is populated by fish, algae am;amseT

e nu-trient-heavy water saps Up most of the ox'y en ‘Ot }?I

1 leaves little for fish and other |ife. When this h.-zuspcn]srl :h:

inable to support most lifeforms, For more information on

soil

ical fertilizers and pesticides are used o maintain crops

I's co position becomes altered. The soil becomes mopre:
harmful fungus species and begins to erode, It s

1ard the soil to maximize land yield,

tation and soil erosion progress, animals are forced to
_.'elter and food. For some animals, the change is too
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k of extinction.
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.and Pollution on Humans

of land pollution is not limited just to the earth and
can also experience negative consequences that can
of life and health.Some of the potential consequences
fects, the development of breathing disorders, skin
ncer. Most of these develop after exposure to waste
ng and soil contamination.

has also been linked to developmental deficits in
‘that are commonly found in contaminated soil and

nd Pollution
are several feasible solutions to land pollution,
ervation. Conservation focuses on preserving natural
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resources, such as soil and plants. The efforts to conserve resg h'
can start with utilizing custainable practices. Leaving some of the‘:rces
in a forest to naturally die and decay. This not only leaves the cl‘ees
needed for the soil and other vegetation, but it helps to I)mwdeover
nutrients that the soil needs to remain fertile. Other solutions includu-]e
« Proper waste disposal that focuses on treating waste :-
disposing itin the safest manner possible. nd
« Reusing materials to reduce the need for harvesting
resources. Products that are not reusable can likely ;’f
recycled. g
« Reducing the usage of non-biodegradable materials, such as
plastic shopping bags. The simple act of switching to a
reusable cloth bag for groceries can help cut down on the need
for non-biodegradable materials.
« Organic farming can reduce the usage of pesticides and
insecticides. Non-gardeners can help by buying organic food.
+ Bioremediation is‘ anoﬂmer very promising land-cleaning
technology, in which microbes of various kinds eat and digest
waste and turn it into safer end-products.

. Phytoremediation is a similar concept but involves using
plants, such as willow trees, to pull contaminants from the soil

Conclusion
The pollution of land has calamitous consequences especially

ival of animals and humans and the quality of soil
and water. The negative consequences of land pollution can be greatly

reduced with the cooperation of everyone. By making a conscious
effort to contribute toa safer environment, the health and well-being of

all can be protected. New technologies will almost certainly make it

easier to "recycle” polluted land in future.

concerning the surv
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